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METHODOLOGY

The 2019 Student Budget Consultation survey was launched on November 23, 2018. The cut-off date
for reporting, however, was 24 January 2018. Thus, while this report may only include 4,062
responses, more than 8,000 responses have been collected using both paper and online formats,
since November 2018.

To increase the representativeness of the results, the 2016 Canadian census was used to weight the
data in this report to reflect the distribution of males and females, aged 12 to 18, in Canada.

The following report includes incomplete responses, meaning that sample sizes will vary from
guestion to question. The numbers of student participants from Quebec and the Territories, in
particular, are too small to draw valid inferences about these samples. Their responses have been
accordingly removed from all provincial analyses but retained in aggregate graphs.

A subset of 2018 Student Budget Consultation data was also used in this report, in order to maximize
comparability with this year’s sample of students. Finally, due to rounding, percentages presented
throughout this document may not add up to 100% and precisely reflect the absolute figures. C’l‘ J1-X
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8 MAJOR THEMES

CURRENT AND FUTURE OUTLOOKS

Although students are unsure of whether their families’ financial situations have improved in the last 3
years, they are overwhelmingly confident about their own future job prospects.

THE ENVIRONMENT

While there is clear support among students for protecting the environment, there is also some disconnect
in their environmental positions. Students are somewhat divided on the issue of government funding for the
oil and gas industry and are, for the most part, neutral on the issue of a federally imposed carbon tax.

EDUCATION

Education remains a top priority for students. Students believe that the best ways for the government to
help families and youth are by making post-secondary education more affordable and by managing student
debt. Moreover, in the students’ ranking of the most important government issues, education was ranked
highest on average.
Cil‘ L ix

5 VOX POPLi5S



8 MAJOR THEMES

TAXATION

Students would like the income tax exemption limit in Canada to be raised. They also believe that wealthy
people have a greater financial obligation than everyone else to help those in need. That being said,
students are divided when it comes to raising the corporate tax rate and do not support high-income tax
rates that exceed 25%. As such, the perceived greater obligation of high-income earners does not
necessarily equate to paying more in income tax.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Students want to see the government commit to debt reduction and lowering taxes, even if this means less
government services. They also believe that the government should do more to address tax evasion.
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8 MAJOR THEMES

THE MEDIA

Half of students are neutral to government support for struggling private media companies. More broadly,
media and public broadcasting ranks lowest in the students' prioritization of issues. A likely explanation for
the lack of interest is that half of students today get their news from social media and may therefore be less
exposed to, or reliant on, traditional news media.

TRADE

Students are divided on what the main focus of Canada’s free trade agreements should be, but are

opposed to trading with countries that have records of human rights abuse. Overall, free trade and foreign
affairs ranks low in their prioritization of issues.

DEFENCE

In general, students are split on the issue of defence spending and do not consider national defence, as a
whole, to be a high priority. C | X
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CURRENT AND FUTURE OUTLOOKS

Although students are unsure of whether their families’ financial situations
have improved in the last 3 years, they are overwhelmingly confident
about their own future job prospects.
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Financial situation

Students are split on whether the financial situations of their families have improved, since the
election of the Liberal government in 2015. 25% have not seen any improvements, 36% believe that
their situations have improved, and the highest proportion of students (39%) are neutral.

Your family is better off financially than it was three years ago.

Bstrongly disagreelSomewhat disagrecNeutral [liSomewhat agreelStrongly agree
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Career prospects

Despite the fact that 39% of students are neutral or unsure of their families’ financial situations, the
overwhelming majority of students remain confident that they will find jobs which interest them after
they finish their schooling.

When you finish your schooling, how confident are you that you will find a
job that interests you within Canada?

BNot at all confident! Not very confidentliSomewhat confidentliVery confident
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Sectors of work

With regard to the job sectors they are considering careers in, students most frequently cite the

health sector.

In which sectoris) are you considering a career? Select all that apply.
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Sectors of work: By gender

Female students, in particular, are more likely to choose health, education and the arts as their
preferred job sectors, while male students are more likely to choose business and STEM sectors
other than health, namely engineering and computer science.
In which sectar(s) are you considering a career? Select all that apply.
OFcmaleC Male
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THE ENVIRONMENT

While there is clear support among students for protecting the environment,
there is also some disconnect in their environmental positions. Students are
somewhat divided on the issue of government funding for the oil and gas
industry and are, for the most part, neutral on the issue of a federally
imposed carbon tax.
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Budgetary priorities:
By gender

Notable gender differences emerge in the data.

77% of female students want the government to
Increase spending on the environment, compared
to only 63% of male students.

Female students are also more likely to prioritize
increased spending in health care, higher
education, and support for women, youth and
Indigenous Peoples.

Male students, in contrast, are more likely to
prioritize investments in research and development
and national defence. C: v X
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Oil and gas industry

However, when asked about how much the government should support Canada’s oil and gas
industry, the highest proportion of students (45%) favour an increase in support, and a marginally
smaller proportion (39%) are reluctant to take a stance.

How much should the federal government do to help the oil and gas industry
in Canada?

Bvuch lessl Somewhat lessabout the same as nowliSomewhat moreflMuch more
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Oil and gas industry: By province

A provincial analysis shows that students from Alberta and Saskatchewan are the most likely to
favour increased government support for the oil and gas industry.

How much should the federal government do Lo help the oil and gas induslry
in Canada?
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Carbon tax

Moreover, on the issue of carbon pricing, 47% of students are neutral to the federal government's
plans to impose a carbon tax on provinces that have no systems of their own. Only 35% of students
agree with a federally imposed carbon pricing system.

The federal government should impose a carbon tax on provinces with no
systems of their own.

Bstrongly disagree! Somewhat disagreeiNeutral liSomewhat agreeflStrongly agree
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Carbon tax: By gender

Female students, in particular, are more likely to be neutral on this issue than male students.

Strongly disagoe
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somewnat agree

Slrongly agree

The federal government should impose a carbon tax on provinces with no
systems of their own,
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EDUCATION

Education remains a top priority for students. Students believe that the best
ways for the government to help families and youth are by making post-
secondary education more affordable and by managing student debt.
Moreover, in the students’ ranking of the most important government issues,

education was ranked highest on average.
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Most important issues

In their ranking of the most important issues for the government, students ranked education highest
on average.

Please choose what you think are the 5 most important issues, and drag and

drop them into the box provided in order of what you believe the government

should prioritize, with 1 being your highest priority,

Average rank; non-ranked item coded as 6
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Student debt

Moreover, almost half of students (48%) believe that the most important step that the government can
take to facilitate the workforce entry of young Canadians is to make student debt more manageable.

VWhat Is the most important step the government can take to help vouth
transition into the workforce?
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Student debt: By gender

Whereas 55% of female students consider student debt management to be an important course of
action for the government, only 42% of male students hold this view.

What is the most impartant step the government can take to help youth
transition into the workforce?

O remale’ Male

Make student debt more manageable @

Improve access Lo high cualiy Jobs ®
upan gradualion
Increase skills training
cppartuniies for 21sl cenlury @
Careers
Increase awareness about which
employment sectors will have the @
mosl jobs

Other ]
C-IV-1-X
0 % 10 % 20 % 30 % 40 % 50 % 60 %

Source: Vox Poo Lahs —\ V[]X PUP I-_jl"l



Affordable education

On a similar note, more than a third of students (35%) believe that the most important step that the
government can take to help families is to make post-secondary education more affordable and accessible.

What is the most important step the government could take to help families?

Wzking post-secondsry coucation
wiare 2ffordable and acoessible

Lowerirs personal income t2xes-

ryestirg in the construction of
now affordsble housng

Guarantesing incoe forall
Canadizns

Funding chdran's activitizs sucn
as arts, ftness and creanized-
sporty

Supporting scoess o 2ffordable

Sayoars

Oither-

0% 20% 0% e | C' I'V-1-X
Source: Vox Poo Labs —\ V[]X PUP I-_f'll



Affordable education: By gender

However, for male students, income tax cuts are just as important as access to affordable post-

secondary education.

Making post-secondary education
more alfordable and accessible
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TAXATION

Students would like the income tax exemption limit in Canada to be raised.
They also believe that wealthy people have a greater financial obligation
than everyone else to help those in need. That being said, students are
divided when it comes to raising the corporate tax rate and do not support
high-income tax rates that exceed 25%. As such, the perceived greater

obligation of high-income earners does not necessarily equate to paying
more in income tax.
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L ow-Income earners

Two-thirds of students believe that a person should earn more than $11,809 before being required to
pay income tax. In most parts of Canada, $11,809 is the maximum amount a person can earn and be
exempt from income tax.

In most parts of Canada, people earning $11,809 CAD per year are taxed at
0%, meaning they would not pay anything in combined federal and provincial
income tax. How much should a person earn before being required to pay
income tax?

B uch less than $11,809 0 |Slignty less than 511,809 [Exacty $11.809 s ightly more than $11,809 B Much mere Lhan 11,809
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High-income earners

Like last year, more than half of students believe wealthy people have a greater financial obligation than
everyone else to help those in need.

VWealthy people have a greater financial obligation than everyane else to
help those who are in need.

Bctrongly diszgreel Somewhzt disagreclNcutralllSomewhat sgrecllStrengly sgroe

2019 .
7%
S A5 R0 % 75 100 %
Source: YVox Pop Labs
Wealthy people have a greater financial obligation than everyone else to
help those who are in need.
Bctrongly diszgrecl Somoewhat disagroclNcutrallSomowhat serecBlStrengly agroo
2018

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 100 %

Source: Wox Pop Labs C; I * . .rx
=5 VOXPOP 43S



High-income earners: By province

Saskatchewan students, in particular, are the most likely to agree with this statement.

VWealthy people have a greater financial obligation than everyone else to
help those who are in need.
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High-income earners

At the same time, however, 59% of students believe that the combined provincial and federal income
tax on high-income earners should not exceed 25%. As such, the greater contributions of wealthy
people need not necessarily come in the form of paying more in income tax.
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Corporations

And although there are more students (33%) favouring a corporate tax decrease than students
favouring an increase, the highest proportion of students (43%) are reluctant to take a position on

this issue. Their reluctance suggests that students may not know enough about how tax systems
operate in this country.

Excluding tax credits or deductions, many corporations in Canada are taxed
at an average rate of 27% by both the federal and provincial governments.
In your view, how much tax should corporations pay?

BMuch less Somewhat lessAbout the same as nowliSomewhat morefllMuch more
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FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Students want to see the government commit to debt reduction and
lowering taxes, even if this means less government services. They also
believe that the government should do more to address tax evasion.
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Taxes and services

Unlike last year when students were evenly split, there is a clear preference among students today for less taxes
and fewer government services.

VWhich of the following options do you prefer?

BHigher taxes and more govarnment sewvices| Less taxes and fawer govenment services
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Taxes and services: By province

Almost two-thirds of Manitoban students (65%) are in favour of less taxes for fewer government

services. BC students are noticeably split on this issue.
Which of the following options do you prefer?
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Debt reduction

Similar to last year, the majority of students today believe the government should prioritize lowering the debt as
much as possible.

The governmenl should place a high pricrily on lowering Lhe debt as much as
possible.

Bctronaly disagreel Somewhat disagreclfiNevtralliSomewhat agreellStransly agree
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Balancing the budget

A comparable proportion of students (53%) also believe that Canada’s budget should be balanced no matter
what. Once again, there has been little to no change in the proportion of students who hold this view, since last
year’s Student Budget Consultation.

2019

2018

Canada's budget should be balanced no mattar what,
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Most important iIssues: By gender

In their overall prioritization of issues, however, male students are noticeably more likely to prioritize
balancing the budget than female students.

Please choose what you think are the 5 most important issues, and drag and
drop them into the box provided in order of what you believe the government
should prioritize, with 1 being yvour highest priority.

|Average rank; non-ranked item coded as 6]
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Tax evasion

Finally, on the issue of tax evasion, 55% of students believe the government should do more to stop people
from cheating the tax system.

The government should invest more resources to stop people from cheating
the tax system.

BStrongly disagreel Somewhat disagrecliNeutral[llSomewhat agreef 8 Strongly agree
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THE MEDIA

Half of students are neutral to government support for struggling private
media companies. More broadly, media and public broadcasting ranks
lowest in the students' prioritization of issues. A likely explanation for the
lack of interest is that almost half of students today get their news from
social media and may therefore be less exposed to, or reliant on,
traditional news media.
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Support for struggling media

49% of students are "neutral" to government support for struggling private media companies. "Neutral," in

this sense, means that they either genuinely have no opinion on this issue or do not know enough about it to
have a stance.

The government should support struggling private media companies.
Bstrongly disagree

somewhat disagree.[\l eutral[liSomewhat agreefllStrongly agree
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Most important issues

Media and public broadcasting, more broadly, is also the issue that students are least likely to

consider a government PrioritP/. , | ,
Please choose what you think are the 5 most important issues, and drag and

drop them into the box provided in order of what you believe the government
should prioritize, with 1 being your highest priority,
Average rank; non-ranked item coded as 6
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News consumption

A likely explanation for the lack of interest is that 45% of students today get their news from social
media and may therefore be less exposed to, or reliant on, traditional news media.

Vihich media do vou use most often to keep informed on news and current
affairs?
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ot

Fadic-

C * I L] L) ix
10K 20 SO A0 SR )
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Soclial media and democracy

Despite the fact that students use social media more than any other news source, they have divided opinions

on whether it is doing more harm than good to Canadian democracy. 30% disagree, 33% agree, and 37% are
neutral.

Social media does more harm than good to Canadian democracy.

BsStrongly disagreel Somewhat disagreclliNeutral [llSomewhat agree llStrongly agree
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TRADE

Students are divided on what the main focus of Canada’s free trade
agreements should be, but are opposed to trading with countries that have
records of human rights abuse. Overall, free trade and foreign affairs ranks
low in their prioritization of issues.
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Focus of free trade agreements

There is only a marginal difference between students who prefer free trade agreements that principally
protect Canadian producers and manufacturers (e.g., dairy farmers, steelworkers) from international
competition (51%), and students who prefer trade deals that lower prices for Canadian consumers (49%).

If vou had to choose, which of these two ocutcomes should be prioritized in
a free trade agreement (e.g. NAFTA/USMCA):

Brrolecling Canadian producers and manufaclurers. Lowering prices of goods for Canadian consumers

% 25 % 50 % 75 % 100 %
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Focus of free trade agreements: By province

Students from BC and Manitoba have taken the clearest stances on trade. Manitoban students
generally prefer trade agreements that advantage consumers over producers, while BC students
generally prefer the opposite.

It wvou had to choose, which of these two outcomes shauld be prioritized in
a free trade agreement {c.g. NAFTA/USMCA):

@ Aberia @Erilish Columbia@ Cnlario

Atlantic@® Manitoha ®caskatchewan
Loweering prices of goods lor
Canadian consumers o® o o
FProtecing Canadian producers and
manufacturers o oo
CI- V-1
O % 10 %4 20 % S0 % 40 % 50 A0 %
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Trade partners

When it comes to Canada’s trading partners, over half of students (55%) believe that Canada should not trade
with countries that have a record of human rights abuses.

The Canadian government should not trade with countries that have a record
of human rights abuses.

BStrongly disagree! Somewhat disagreeliNeutral [liSomewhat agreeflIStrongly agree
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Trade partners: By gender

Despite the consensus among students that Canada should not trade with these countries, there are some
gender differences that should be noted. Whereas 61% of female students believe that Canada should not
trade with countries known for human rights abuse, only 50% of male students hold this view.

Strongly disagree

somcwhal diszgroc

Meural

Somewhat agree

Strongly agree

]_"“" e
LA

[

The Canadian government should not trade with countries that have a record
of human rights abuses.

@ rcmale Wale
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[
i
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L
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Most important issues

That being said, students overall consider foreign affairs and trade to be a low priority for the government.

Please choose what you think are the 5 most important issues, and drag and
drop them into the box provided in order of what you believe the government
should prioritize, with 1 being your highest priority,

Average rank; non-ranked item coded as 6

Ecucztian ——il

Forenment and climate -:1:h:a'r'|'-'[: 3.97 .m s
Povory [401)

Crirne znid aun conilrol

Balzaricing the budgsl qm
¢

ezl h zare Lransfers 491] =13
Mental haaltn resaurces —_— —b

Oragsdopiod cisis

527 |
Employrent air_. 5<ills tr;il":ﬁg 57|
Lol =T p
. 543

[newezzion and echnokemy

Irarvigration anc roefugoes ¢
ndigencLs ss0es m 93
b liLzry spencing .ﬁ]
Cybersecuily @P 566
—orzgn sffaics and trade sgreements ' 568
Wedia and public trozdozsting C’ I . . ,x
4100 4.5 200 2.5
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DEFENGE

In general, students are split on the issue of defence spending and do not
consider national defence, as a whole, to be a high priority.
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Defence spending

Students are split on the issue of defence spending. 30% do not believe that the military has what it
needs, 34% are neutral on this issue, and the highest proportion of students (36%) believe that the
military is sufficiently equipped.

The Canadian military has all it needs to tackle present and future
security threats.

BsStrongly disagree! Somewhat disagreeliNeutral liSomewhat agree@iStrongly agree
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Defence spending: By gender

Nevertheless, there is a much higher proportion of male students (36%) than female students (24%)
who disagree with this proposition.

Strongly disagree

Somewnzt disagree

Meulra

SOMEW AT 2 gree

Strongly azree

0%

O Fzmale

20 %

Wale

30 %

The Canadian military has all it needs to tackle present and future
security threats.
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Females Flease incicate whener you think e govenment shouls increase o
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Budgetary priorities:
By gender

As mentioned previously, male students are also
more likely to prioritize government spending in
national defence than female students.
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PARTY AFFINITY

Where the students stand after hearing from the parties
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Party affinity

NDP and Conservative support is evenly split among students.

After watching the videos from the federal political party representatives,
which party do you agree with the most? - Selected Choice

.Pc-cplc's Party of Canada. New Democratic Party of Canada.Libr:-raI Sarty of Ca'wat:a.Grccn Party of Canada.[ﬁ-:-nscwativc Party of Canada

5%

0 % 25 % 50 % /5% 100 %
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Party affinity: By gender

Female students are more likely to agree with the NDP, while male students are more likely to agree

with the Conservative Party.
After watching the videos from the federal political party representatives,
which party do you agree with the most? - Selected Choice

OFemzle’ Male

Conscrvative Party of Canada &
Green Party of Canada L
Liberal Party of Canada @®
New Democratic Party of Canada @
Pooplo s Party of Canada ®

+* L L *
0% 10 % 20 % A0 % A0 % s0° C I x
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Party affinity: By province
Albertan, Manitoban and Saskatchewan students agree most with the Conservatives, while BC

students favour the NDP the most. Atlantic and Ontarian students are more divided across party

lines. . . . . .
After watching the videos from the federal palitical party representatives,

which party do you agree with the most? - Selected Choice

O 4lberta @British Columnia@Ontario

Atlantic@Manizobz ©5Saskatchowsan
Conservative Party o Canada ® e O ¢ L

Green Party of Canada ® @

Liberal Parly o Canada o 00 ® o

New Democratic Party of Canada L 1 =1 ] ®
Feople's Party o Canada e T ] @
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DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

Before weighting
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Please select the province or territory in which you

live?
32.7 %
a0
26.9 %
20 %
11.1 %
-
5 %
1.3 %
o I
o
Alherta At =ntic Gritish Calurrlkiaz Manitnba Lntario udhec Saskatchowan

0.2 %

ToeriTarios
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What gender do you identify

.Female. Male.Other

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 100 %
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Do you self-identify as Indigenous (First Nation, Métis or
Inuit)?

.Yes. No

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 100 %
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Are you a member of a visible minority group?

.Yes. No

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 100 %
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Are you a person with a disability?

.Yes. No

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 100 %
Source: Vox Pop Labs
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What language do you speak most often at
home?

.English FFEFICh.OEhEF

100 %
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